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H'STOR'C Spr ing  Grove 

ANDpOR COMMON 
Spring Grove 

 LOCATION 1.5 m i l e s  Southwest  o f  Oak Corner ;  .i m i l e  E a s t  o f  U.S. Rou te  301;  

STREET& NUMBER 
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o f  s t a t e  r o u t e s  627 and 721. 
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REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS: 

( 2 )  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  L a n d m a r k s  C o m m i s s i o n  S u r v e y  
1970, 1976 S t a t e  
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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

-GOOD -RUINS 

XFAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XUNALTERED O R I G I N A L  SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Spring Grove, a  DeJarnet te  family property s i n c e  t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  i s  a  l a r g e  
wooded t r a c t  near  the  Mattaponi River  south  o f  Bowling Green i n  Carol ine  County. The 
p resen t  house, be l ieved  t o  be t h e  t h i r d  on t h e  s i t e ,  i s  an imposing v i l l a  b u i l t  i n  
the I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  i n  1856 and i s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  and f i n e s t  examples of i t s  
type i n  Vi rg in i a .  

The house c o n s i s t s  of a  two-story, three-bay c e n t r a l  block, 53 by 48 f e e t ,  s e t  on a  
high basement, wi th  long, one-story,two-bay wing a l s o  s e t  on high basements, s t r e t c h i n g  
out  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e .  Though t h e  whole i s  113 f e e t  long and, wi th  t h e  a t t i c  space  and 
cupola, s tands  f i v e  s t o r i e s  high a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e , c a r e f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  use of ve ry  
few but  ou t s i zed  openings and l a r g e - s c a l e  d e t a i l i n g ,  he lps  t o  c r e a t e  a  f e e l i n g  of mon- 
umental i ty  without  being oppressive. ., . , ,:, 

;,I ' . . . ,  , , s 

The heavy c u b i c a l  massing. of  t h e  c e n t r a l  b lbck  i s  emphasized by t h e  b e l t  course.which 
s e t s  the  basement 'off  from t h e  u p p e r , s t o r i e s ,  by t h e  p l a i n  c o r n e r  p i l a s t e r s ,  and .  by 
t h e  low hipped roof  wi th '  i t s ' d e e p  eaves embellished wi th  b r i ck  d e n t i l s  and a  profus ion  
o f s w n  wood b racke t s .  Four low i n t e r i o r  end chimneys wi th  paneled s i d e s  r i s e  from 
the  eaves, and a  cupola surmounts t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  roof .  The cupola a l s o  has a  low 
hipped roof with a  bracketed co rn ice ,  and t h e r e  is  a  t r i p l e  round-headed window on 
each s i d e .  The co rne r s  of t h e  cupola a r e  marked by Doric p i l a s t e r s .  The wings a r e  
a l s o  t r e a t e d  wi th  co rne r  p i l a s t e r s ,  a  b e l t  course (except on the r e a r ) ,  and i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys bu t  l a c k  t h e  eaves brackets .  

The house i s  b u i l t  of  b r i c k  covered wi th  a  yellow-brown s tucco  having white-painted 
...j o i n t s  i n  i m i t a t i o n  of masonry. The basement is  l i g h t e d  by windows w i t h  shal low 
segmental  heads. The employment of the  four-over-four  basement s a s h  d iv ided  i n t o  
groups of two l i g h t s  by heavy v e r t i c a l  muntins i s  another  device which he lps  t o  con- 

, t r o l  the  s c a l e  of  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The upper-story openings a l s o  have segmental heads. 
They a r e  f u r t h e r  embell ished wi th  louvred b l i n d s ,  b r i c k  hood molds and heavy g r a n i t e  
s i l l s  supported on co rbe l s .  Eight-over-eight  sash ,  aga in  employing heavy c e n t r a l  
muntins t o  d iv ide  t h e  l i g h t s  i n t o  groups of  f o u r ,  a r e  used on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and 
p l a i n  s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  a r e  used i n  t h e  sma l l e r  second-story windows. Both t h e  f r o n t  and 
r e a r  en t rances  a r e  hung wi th  double doors wi th  applied-mold panels  and have t a l l  f i v e -  
l i g h t  transoms wi th  segmental heads. They a r e  f lanked by l e s s - l o f t y ,  round-headed 
s i d e l i g h t s ,  and t h e  t h r e e  openings a r e  l inked  by an enframement c o n s i s t i n g  of paneled 
Doric p i l a s t e r s  from the  c a p i t a l s  of which t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  and a r c h i v o l t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
of the door and s i d e l i g h t s  sp r ing .  The f r o n t  porch, supported on f o u r  Doric p i e r s ,  has 
a  t a l l ,  unembellished f r i e z e  and 3 low hipped roo f .  I ts  s t e p s  have been r e b u i l t ,  bu t  
surv iv ing  on t h e  pa rape t s  of t h e  s t e p s  a r e  a  p a i r  of c a s t - i r o n  l i o n s ,  apparent ly  pro- 
cured ' from Janes,  K i r t l a n d  and Co. of New York, N.Y. ,  a f t e r  the  C i v i l  War. They c l o s e l y  
resemble Design number 174 i n  t h a t  company's 1870 ca t a log .  The s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s  of a l l  

( t h r e e  r e a r  porches--one a t  t h e  main en t r ance  and two o t h e r  i n  the  r e s n t r a n t  angles  
between t h e  wings and t h e  c e n t r a l  block--have been r e b u i l t ,  a s  have t h e  r e a r  s t e p s ,  but  
the  porches themselves a r e  o r i g i n a l .  

Of s p e c i a l  no te  a r e  t h e  e i g h t  o r i g i n a l  l ead  downspouts which su rv ive .  These have gray  
(see  Continuat ion Sheet #2)  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

bodies wi th  s t a r s  and c r e s c e n t s  stamped i n  r e l i e f  and painted gold ;  t h e  d a t e  1856 
i s  s t e n c i l e d  on each. It i s  unusual t o  f i n d  s o  many--the f u l l  complement--nl;rviving 
on a s i n g l e  bui ld ing .  

The p lan  of Spring Grove i s  r e l a t i v e l y  simple. The c e n t r a l  block i s  a  double-p i le ,  
cent ra l -passage  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  s t a i r s  r i s i n g  i n  t h e  passage. Each of  t h e  wings has 
a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room a t  i t s  f a r  end, connected wi th  the  main block by a  passage running 
along t h e  west ( r e a r )  wa l l ;  a  sma l l e r  room opens o f f  t h i s .  Another s t a i r ,  en tered  
from the passage i n  t h e  n o r t h  wing, r i s e s  between t h e  no r theas t  and northwest  rooms 
of the  main block.  S t a i r s  t o  t h e  basement descend from t h e  passages i n  each wing. 

The i n t e r i o r  L s  d i s t ingu i shed  f o r  i t s  profusion of  handsome p l a s t e r  and woodwork, 
n o s t  oE which r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  g ra in ing  and marbleizing.  The passage con ta ins  the  
main s t a i r ,  which i s  curved and has an open s t r i n g  wi th  s l ende r  turned  balusters ,  a  
heavy turned newel, and a  molded r a i l .  Two round niches a r e  s e t  i n  t h e  r e a r  wall  of 
the  s t a i r w e l l  halfway between t h e  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  A l l  of t h e  doors  i n  the 
passage, a s  is t h e  case  throughout t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of  the  house, have broad arch-  
i t r a v e  frames wi th  c r o s s e t t e s  and heavy co rn ices .  The door frames a r e  grained t o  
resemble a  blond oak; t h e  doors a r e  gra ined  a  somewhat darker  c o l o r ,  and t h e  baseboards 
a r e  painted t o  resemble a  black-bodied va r i ega ted  marble.  A p l a s t e r  co rn ice  and o rna te  
vege ta t ive  c e i l i n g  medall ion completes t h e  decora t ion  of t h e  passage. 

South of  t h e  passage a r e  t h e  double p a r l o r s ,  connected by a  broad opening hung wi th  
doors which s l i d e  i n t o  the  wa l l s .  Each of t h e  p a r l o r s  has a  p l a s t e r  co rn ice  and c e i l i n g  
ornament l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  passage. Each has ,  i n  add i t ion ,  a  l i g h t  g ray  marble mantel 
having p l a i n  p i e r s  suppor t ing  a  f r i e z e  wi th  a  c u r v i l i n e a r  s o f f i t  and i n c i s e d  sp rande l s .  
The baseboards a r e  marbleized a  l i g h t  gray c o l o r  t o  match the  mantels .  I n  t h e  west 
p a r l o r  remains a  s i n g l e  red v e l v e t ,  Moorish-type window hanging which may d a t e  from 
t h e  n ine teen th  century .  

I n  the  sou th  wing, opening o f f  t h e  e a s t  p a r l o r ,  i s  the  l i b r a r y .  This  smal l  room has 
bookshelves b u i l t  across  i t s  south  end and p ro jec t ing  from t h ?  wal l .  The ends of t h e  
she lves  a r e  decorated with p l a i n  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  grained a  dark  green  co lo r .  
The baseboards here  have black marble iz ing  l i k e  t h a t  i n  the  passage. 

The no r th  rooms i n  t h e  ma in , sec t ion  have black marble mantels wi th  i n c i s e d  and i n l a i d  
ornaments. F r i e z e s  wi th  c u r v i l i n e a r  s o f f i t s  and e l a b o r a t e  c e n t r a l  car touches  a r e  
supported on f r ees t and ing  columns. The dark  baseboard marble iz ing  of  t h e  passage i s  
employed here ,  as  wel l .  No c e i l i n g  medall ions a r e  used i n  these  chambers, but t h e r e  
a r e  p l a s t e r  co rn ices .  ( s ee  Continuat ion shee t  # 2 )  



Farm No. 10-3008 
(Rev  10-74) 

UNI'Il<U STATES l)tP:\UKT,ltENT Og 1 - I I E  I N S E K I O K  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

RECElVED 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INtrEMTBRY -- NOM1NATION FORM 

CONTI NU ATION SHEET $!3 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2 

DESCRIPTION: 

Both of t h e  end rooms of t h e  wings a r e  extremely p l a i n .  They have simple Greek- 
Revival-type mantels  w i th  . p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  unadorned f r i e z e s .  

Much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i t u r e  of Spring Grove survived i n  t h e  house u n t i l  two yea r s  
ago, when i t  was s t o l e n .  A s i n g l e  canopy bed remains. No e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  surv ive .  
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&ARCHITECTURE -EOUCATION -MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
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-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFYI 

-INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1856 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Spring Grove p l a n t a t i o n  house i n  r u r a l  Carol ine  County, ranks 'among V i r g i n i a ' s  
f i n e s t  and best-preserved domestic example's o f  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a - s t y l e ,  popular 
throughout the  coun tEy . in  the  yea r s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  I n  h i s  
popular work The Arch i t ec tu re  of Country Houses (1850), Andrew Jackson Downing noted 
t h a t  the  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  wi th  i t s  broad roo f s  and 'bo ld ,ove rhang ing  co rn ices  was 
e s p e c i a l l y  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  southern  s t a t e s .  ~ t s 'monu inen ta lmass lng  and d e t a i l i n g ,  
prodigious s i z e ,  f i n e  p l a s t e r  and woodwork, and handsome g r a i n i n g  and marble iz ing  a l l  
mark i t  a s  one of  t h e  s tate 's  outs tanding  mid-nineteenth-century houses. Adding t o  
i t s  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  has remained i n  t h e  ownership of  t h e  fami ly  who b u i l t  
i t  and who have owned t h e  proper ty  s i n c e  t h e  e igh teen th  century .  

The DeJarnet te  family were r epu ted ly  Huguenot emigrants t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  l a t e  seven- 
teenth  o r  e a r l y  e igh teen th  century .  The name f i r s t  appears i n  t h e  Abingdon P a r i s h  
(Gloucester  County) r e g i s t e r  i n  1704. By t h e  mid-eighteenth cen tu ry ,  some members 
had moved t o  Carol ine  County and appa ren t ly  were l i v i n g  on che Spring Grove t r a c t .  

The p r e s e n t  house, a t  l e a s t  t h e  t h i r d  on t h e  s i t e ,  was b u i l t  i n  1856 by Daniel Coleman 
DeJarnet te  (1822-1881), a  s cho la r  and a  member of the  Vi rg in i a  House of Delegates 
(1853-1858) and of t h e  U.S.  House of  Representa t ives .  DeJarne t te  a l s o  represented  
Vi rg in i a  i n  t h e  Confederate Congress. Unfor tunate ly ,  no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  an a r c h i t e c t  

! 
I o r  bu i lde r  of t h e  house su rv ives  among DeJa rne t t e ' s  e f f e c t s ,  a l though t h e  q u a l i t y  of 

i t s  design,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  house probably had an a r c h i t e c t .  

Spring Grove passed t o  DeJarne t te ' s  widow when he d ied ,  and thence  t o  h i s  son, Daniel,  
Jr. The p resen t  owner, Joseph W. DeJarnette,  i s  t h e  great-grandson of  t h e  bu i lde r .  

I 

MTP 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NONINATEO PROPERTY 530 ac res  
UTM AEFERENCES 

AM 12191613,210J 1412~0 ,615 ,410J  [219,612,8 ,0 l  ( 4 , 2 ~ 0 , 4 ] 9 , l , O j  
ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

CW [219141318r01 ) 4 1 2 ] 0 , 4 ] 9 1 7 , 0 )  DM ) ~ ) 9 ~ 4 ] 4 , 2 , 0 l  14121 0 1 6 / 6 1  O101 
VERBALBOUNDARYOESCRlPTlON Spr ing  Grove's 530 acres  a r e  bounded by a l i n e  beginning 

a t  a po in t  on the  west s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 627 one mi l e  south  of t h e  junc t ion  of s t a t e  
r o u t e s  627 and 721; t hen  curv ing  600 f e e t  northwest ;  thence extending 5000 f e e t  i n  a 
gene ra l ly  westward d i r e c t i o n  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  e a s t  s i d e  of U.S. Route 301; t hen  fo l lowi  
e a s t  s i d e  of U.S. Route 301 f o r  approximately 4000 f e e t ;  then curv ing  approximately 6900 
f e e t  i n  a gene ra l ly  eastward d i r e c t i o n  t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  west s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 627; 
then fol lowing west s i d e  of  S t a t e  Route 627 f o r  approximately 5200 f e e t  t o  poin t  of  o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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221 Governor S t r e e t  804-786-3144 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL -- 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
herebv nominate this orooertv for inclusion in the National Reqister and certify that it has been evaluated according to the - 
cr~teria and proc dures set forth y Natlonal Park Serv~ce. 
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